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Town  of  Castor 

(Revised  December,  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  35-37-1 4-W4  in  Census  Division  7.  This  location  is  170  miles 
southeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  12  and  on  a branch  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  between  Coronation  and  Lacombe. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,681  feet  Latitude  52/13  Longitude  111/53 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  - 60.36  degrees  F. 

Mean  winter  - 8.53  degrees  F. 

Mean  yearly  average  - 35.7  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  Yearly  Rainfall  - 10.68  inches. 

Average  Yearly  Snowfall  - 36.1  inches. 

Average  Annual  Total  Precipitation  - 14.29  inches. 

Note:  Section  No.  3 and  No.  4 were  taken  from  the  weather  station 
at  Coronation. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Castor  area  are  sand- 
stone and  sandy  shale  which  were  deposited  in  the  large  fresh  water  lakes 
that  covered  the  region  in  the  age  which  is  termed  "Upper  Cretaceous,"  by 
the  geological  time  scale.  These  sediments,  which  ore  named  the  "Edmonton 
Formation"  are  coal  bearing.  They  are  the  source  of  coal  in  such  centres  as 
Edmonton  and  Drumheller.  Further  interest  has  been  taken  in  these  beds 
because  they  are  one  of  the  horizons  of  Alberta  in  which  the  fossil  remains  of 
dinosaur  are  found. 

6.  SOIL 

Castor  lies  in  the  dark  brown  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Chiefly  mixed  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser  cover  and 
taller  growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

In  the  normal  profile  the  surface  horizon  averages  about  7 inches  in 
depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  sub  horizon  is  brownish  in  color  and 
the  lime  horizon  is  found  usually  at  depths  of  18  to  24  inches  below  the 
surface.  In  the  zone  as  in  other  zones,  the  sub  horizon,  having  received  some 
finer  materials  from  the  surface  horizon,  is  usually  somewhat  finer  textured 
and  more  compact  than  the  surface  horizon. 

Fertility 

Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  produc- 
tion. Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  organic 
matter,  but  are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  in  the  brown  soil  zone. 
Periodic  applications  of  fertilizer  ore  recommended. 
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Land  Use 

Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The  remainder 
is  generally  good  pasture  land.  Wheat  is  grown  almost  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  crops.  Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  conservation  of 
moisture  and  control  soil  drifting.  Good  quality  wheat  is  grown  in  this  and 
the  other  grassland  areas. 

7.  fflSTORY 

"Castor,"  a French  word  meaning  "beaver"  was  chosen  as  the  name 
for  the  town  on  account  of  the  nearness  of  Beaver  Creek. 

The  Castor  district,  in  its  natural  state  and  before  the  coming  of  the 
settlers,  was  grassland  broken  only  by  low  rolling  hills,  shallow  ravines 
and  large  but  scattered  poplar  groves.  It  was  this  type  of  land  that  appealed 
most  to  homesteaders  and  ranchers. 

The  first  settlers  arrived  in  the  area  in  1906,  but  it  was  not  until  1909, 
when  the  branch  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  completed 
between  Lacombe  and  Coronation,  that  the  large  influx  of  settlers  began. 
In  that  year  Mr.  R.  J.  Dinning  started  the  Trader's  Bonk  in  a tent. 

Castor  incorporated  as  a town  on  lune  27,  1910.  During  the  years  1910 
and  1911  construction  of  churches,  school  and  a hospital  was  completed 
and  a school  board  was  appointed  at  the  same  time. 

Great  interest  and  expectation  was  aroused  in  1911  when  natural  gas 
was  discovered.  At  that  time  the  town  was  not  financially  prepared  to  com- 
mence a drilling  program,  but  started  a year  later.  A strong  flow  of  natural 


Pleasant  homes  grace  the  town's  residential  area. 
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gas  was  struck  at  1,430  feet.  The  firm  belief  of  the  area  was  that  where  there 
is  gas  there  is  oil,  and  they  continued  drilling.  At  approximately  1,433  feet, 
the  drill  hit  what  is  called  a subterranean  sea,  and  as  the  salt  water  rushed 
up,  it  flooded  the  gas-bearing  sands;  the  gas  was  cut  off  and  lost.  Several 
attempts  were  made  to  pump  the  hole  dry  but  to  no  avail  and  it  had  to  be 
abandoned.  The  Catholic  school  and  hospital  have  their  own  private  gas 
well  which  they  use  to  heat  the  buildings. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  of  Castor  is  a modern  town  with  neat  appearing  business 
and  residential  buildings.  Main  streets  are  gravelled  and  the  residential 
area  has  tree-lined  boulevards. 

Fall  hunting  is  an  important  attraction  in  Castor.  Located  10  miles 
southwest  from  town  is  one  of  the  largest  duck  and  goose  hunting  areas 
in  the  province.  This  area  is  known  as  Sullivan  Lake,  and  it  con  truthfully 
be  described  as  a "hunter's  paradise."  Every  year  hundreds  of  hunters  from 
all  over  Canada  and  the  United  States  visit  the  area  during  the  hunting 
season. 

Located  three  miles  northwest  is  "Hatherly  Valley,"  a beautiful  picnic 
spct  with  shade  trees,  a running  stream  and  mystic  Indian  coves. 

Approximately  80%  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied.  Average  rent 
for  a modern  home  is  $65.00  to  $80.00  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two-year  term  and  six 
ccuncillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  by  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  hires  one  full-time  police  constable. 

Police  magistrate. 

Regulations 

Building  by-laws  are  in  force  in  the  town.  Plans  for  all  new  buildings, 
repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be  approved  by  council 
after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  conform  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection 

Act. 


Sanitary  installations  conform  to  the  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

11.  HRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  12  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

1 - 1948  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  300  gallon  tank. 

1 - Portable  pump,  400  feet  of  2^/2  inch  hose,  450  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose; 
2 - IV2  inch  fog  nozzles. 

Coats,  boots,  crowbars,  axes,  ladders,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  creek  and  is  pumped  into  a filter  plant 
and  from  there  into  a 90,000  gallon  reservoir.  There  are  17  fire  hydrants 
conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Net  Assessment 

Land  and  Improvements  $1,278,190 

Power  27,890 

Total  Assessment  $1,306,080 

Mill  Rote 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 
22^/2  28 '/2  3 54  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  - 568  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 194.99  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 5.113  acres. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Improved 


Provincial  main 

Grovel 

1.45 

Earth 

Others 

Total 

1.45 

Streets  and  roads 

4.876 

1.762 

1.738 

8.376 

Lanes 

1.556 

1.496 

3.052 

Total  Miles 

12.878 

There  are  approximately  four  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 


The  new  Town  Hall  is  of  pleasant,  modern  design  and  also  houses  the  fire  brigade  headquarters. 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  Sewers  - 3.379  miles. 

Water  Mains  - 3.065  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three-phase,  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise 
by  Canadian  Utilities  Ltd. 

Domestic  Rates 

Demand  charge  - 60c  per  month. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  25  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

5^°  is  added  when  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date. 

Commercial  Rote 

Demand  Charge  - $1.00  per  month  for  first  1,000  watts  connected  load; 

Each  additional  1,000  watts  of  connected  load  - 50c. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

5^^  penalty  for  bills  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date. 

Power 

Demand  charge  - nil. 

Energy  charge: 

First  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  installed  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  installed  - 4c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  installed  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - $1.00  per  HP  connected  load,  but  not  less 
than  $2.00. 


A fully  modern  30  bed  hospital  assures  patients  of  adequate  medical  care  and  attention. 
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16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  a dam  on  Castor  Creek,  one  mile  north  of  town. 
The  water  is  pumped  into  a filter  plant,  then  into  a 90,000  gallon  reservoir, 
and  from  there  into  the  water  mains. 

Rates 

Domestic:  $3.50  per  month,  plus  $1.00  per  month  sewer  charge. 
Commercial:  $3.50  to  $50.00  per  month  plus  $1.00  to  $25.00  per  month 


sewer  charge. 

Water  Analysis 

Ports  per  Million 

Total  solids 

430 

Ignition  loss 

116 

Hardness 

200 

Sulphates 

94 

Chlorides 

33 

Alkalinity 

195 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  • 

• Bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium. 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Nitrates 

Nil 

Iron 

1.2 

Fluorine 

Nil 

Remarks:  Chemically,  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  is  settled  out. 


The  administrative  offices  of  the  County  of  Paintearth  are  housed 
in  this  efficient,  modern  building. 
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17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  not  installed,  but  there  are  know  deposits  in  the  area 
that  could  be  developed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu,  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.00. 

Bulk  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 10,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 

Winter  grade  - 18.2c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 17.2c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 25,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Halkirk  and  Battle  River  mines  which  ore 
local  mines. 

Rotes  per  Ton  Delivered: 

Lump  Egg  Stoker 

$6.50  $5.50  $3.25  F.O.B.  mine. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  coarse  grain,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  honey,  cattle, 
horses,  sheep  and  hogs,  sand,  gravel,  clay,  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  Dominion  Experimental  Form. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Provincial  Treasury  Branch,  Super 
intendent  of  Schools,  Police  Magistrate,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
(Fish  and  Game  Inspector),  East  Alberta  Health  Unit  No.  10. 

Municipal 

County  of  Paintearth  No.  18,  town  hall  housing  (secretory-treasurer, 
council  chamber,  police  department,  public  works  committee,  fire  hall  and 
library). 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

"Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary"  Hospital  operates  under  the  supervision 
of  the  "Daughters  of  Wisdom"  and  complies  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Municipal  Hospital  Act.  There  are  thirty  beds  and  six  bassinettes  in  the  hospital, 
and  it  is  staffed  by  a matron,  five  graduate  nurses,  four  nursing  aides,  and 
one  X-roy  technician. 

Rotes  Per  Day  - Public  Word 

Residents  - $1.60;  Non-Residents  - $11.50. 

The  East  Alberta  Health  Unit,  with  offices  in  the  town,  provides  the 
following  services:  Immunization  of  school  and  pre-school  children,  examina- 
tion of  any  person  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district,  pre-natal  and  post- 
natal core,  inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Unit  consists  of:  1 doctor;  5 graduate  nurses, 
1 steno-technician;  1 dentist;  1 sanitary  inspector. 
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Other  Health  Services 

3 doctors;  1 dentist;  1 optometrist  (calling  bi-monthly);  1 chiropractor 
(calling  weekly);  1 drug  store;  - funeral  parlor. 

24.  PBOFESSIOHAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services.) 

Type  cl  Service  No,  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barbers  2 

Barristers  2 

Beauty  Parlor  1 

Watch  Repairs  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Branch  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  Coronation  to  Lacombe 
via  Casior  (freight  service  only). 

Sorenson  Bus  Line  daily  service  east  and  west. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton,  Red  Deer  and  Calgary. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

The  Caster  Advance  (weekly). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph,  Post 

Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Camrose  (CFCW),  Drumheller  (CJDV). 

Nearest  T.V.  Station  - Red  Deer  (CHCA-TV). 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal;  Provincial  Treasury  Branch. 


The  town's  modern  school  facilities  are  also  used  by  children  from  the  surrounding  rural  area. 
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29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rote  Licensed 

Cosmopolitan  25  $2.50  up  Yes 

30.  MOTELS 

Nil. 

Campsite 

Provincial  Government  Campsite. 

Trailer  Court. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  United  Missionary, 
Zion  Evangelical. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  I.O.D.E.,  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Purple,  B.P.O.E.,  Kinsmen,  Board 
ol  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion,  Ladies' 
Hospital  Guild. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Red  Cross  Society,  Fish  and  Game 
Association,  Castor  Athletic  Association,  Castor  Gun  Club,  Castor  Community 
Art  Club. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Castor  School  District  No.  2194  is  a unit  of  the  County  of  Painteorth 
No.  18.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught,  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
Typing,  drama,  art,  music,  home  economics  and  shop.  The  school  population 


is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades 

No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

12  298 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

4 128 

High 

10  - 12 

5 90 

The  Kheresetta  Roman  Catholic  Separate  School  District  No.  23  teaches 

grades  1 to  12,  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Drama,  art,  music, 
French.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1 - 6 

3 

102 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

2 

43 

High 

10  - 12 

3 

38 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Crest  Theatre 

300 

yes 

yes 

Castor  Community  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

Elks  Hall 

100 

no 

no 

Legion  Hall 

75 

no 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Castor  Community  Library  is  supported  by  the  Town,  Provincial 
Government  grant,  and  membership  fees.  The  library  is  open  every  Wednes- 
day from  2:30  to  4:00  p.m.  and  on  Saturday  from  2:30  to  5:00  and  7:00  to  9:00 
p.m.  There  are  approximately  4,300  volumes  in  the  library. 
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Other  Activities 

The  Castor  Community  Art  Club  and  the  Athletic  Club  ore  very  active. 
The  Athletic  Club  is  responsible  for  all  sports  carried  on  in  the  town.  Drama, 
art  and  music  are  taught  in  the  schools.  A musical  festival  is  held  every  year 
in  which  the  school  children  of  the  district  participate. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boy  Scouts,  Cubs,  Air  Cadets,  Gym  Club,  Tumbling,  4-H  Club,  Calf 

Club. 

Girls:  Brownies,  C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  4-H  Club,  Junior  Calf  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  baseball,  curling,  swimming,  football,  golf,  skiing. 

Sports  Facilities 

Arena  (natural  ice);  covered  curling  rink  (4  sheets  natural  ice);  ski  hill, 
lodge  and  325  foot  rope  tow  located  on  the  Battle  River,  12  miles  north  of 
town;  9-hole  golf  course,  sand  greens;  swimming  in  creek;  baseball  diamond 
(school  grounds). 

39.  FAIRS 

Annual  Sports  Day. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Indian  Cave  dwelling  located  three  miles  northwest  of  town. 

Cenotaph  commemorating  veterans  of  the  First  and  Second  World  Wars. 
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41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Livestock  Co-op, 
Alberta  Poultry  Producers,  U.F.A.  Co-op  (Oil  and  Gas). 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


tN 

hi 

S M 

•d  S 

S 

u ^ 

S <0 

•o  o 

m 

SM 

M 

® i 

° 3 

£ 

.s.a 

m 

o 5 
j*  S 

*0  « 

1° 

1- 

«)  o 

II 

1 § 

"S 

« 

u 

1 

D 

.«i  3 
^ (Q 

to 

"4 

552 

(2 

1 

i2 

5 I 
3 ® 

8 a 2 
:j.2  S 

•0  3 .2 

£§  i 


1 



. 



Grain  Elevators  

4 

(total  cap. 

Auctioneer  

1 

— 

— 

— 

140,000  bus.) 

Auction  Mart  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Groceries  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Auto  Body  Repairs  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Hardware  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Bakeries  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Hotels  

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Implements  (Farm)  

Barristers  

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

" 

Beauty  Parlors  

Butchers  

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Jewellers  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Building  Contractor  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Laundromat  

1 

— 

— 

— 

rVrrtriijfi  npHvfiry  

1 

__ 

Lumber  Yards  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cattle  Buyers  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Processing  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Clothing  (men's)  

Clothing  (women's 

2 

2 

Milk  Distributors  

1 

— 

1 

1 

and  children's)  

1 

— • 

— 

1 

Oil  Distributors  

4 

— 

4 

— 

Coal  Dealers  

2 



2 

2 

Cold  Storage  Locker  .. 

1 





1 

Painters  & Decorators  .. 

2 

— 

— 

Creameries  

1 



1 

1 

Pool  Room  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chiropractor..  . . ... 

1 

Printers  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Propane  Distributors  .... 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Dentist  

1 







Doctors  

3 







Real  Estate 

Drug  Store  

1 





1 

and  Insurance  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dry  Cleaners  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Restaurants  

3 

— 

“■ 

Egg  Grading  Station  .. 

1 

1 

1 



Shoe  Repair  

2 

2 

— 

2 

Electrical  Appliances  .. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Stone  Mascns  

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

Electrical  Contractors  .. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Theatre  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Funeral  Parlors  

1 







Tinsmith  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Furniture  

1 





1 

Variety  Store  

1 

1 

— 

Garage  and 

Service  Station  

General  Stores  

7 

3 

— 

— 

7 

3 

Welding  and 

Machine  Shop  

1 

1 

— 

1 

43.  SITES 

Industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  the  town  and 
private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

A livestock  cash-crop  type  of  farming  is  followed  in  the  Castor  district. 
Cattle  and  grain  sales  accounted  for  about  50  and  40  percent  of  total  farm 
cash  receipts  respectively.  Receipts  from  hogs  (3.3  percent)  and  dairying 
(5.3  percent)  were  of  relatively  minor  importance. 

The  average  size  of  farm  in  the  County  of  Paintearth  No.  18  is  890 
acres.  The  distribution  of  farms  by  size  is  as  follows:  Up  to  239  acres  - 7 percent; 
240  to  759  acres  - 24  percent;  760  to  1,599  acres  - 57  percent;  and  1,600  acres 
and  over  - 12  percent.  About  70  percent  of  the  occupied  land  in  owned,  with 
50  percent  improved.  The  number  of  livestock  per  farm:  Horses  - 3;  cattle  - 52: 
sheep  - 2;  hogs  - 10;  poultry  - 82.  Principal  crops  grown:  Wheat  - 123  acres; 
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oats  - 101  acres;  barley  - 21  acres;  fodder  - 36  acres,  and  improved  pasture  - 
25  acres.  There  are  approximately  120  acres  per  farm  under  summerfallow. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 15  miles. 

West  - 10  miles. 

South  - 20  miles. 

East  - 15  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 3,575. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,025. 
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